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PROTESTS AGAINST AMERICAN CIVIL GOVERNMENT IN 
THE ISLAND OF CEBU, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Febkuaky 27, 1901.—Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Pettigrew presented the following: 

TRANSLATION OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MUNICIPAL GOV¬ 
ERNMENTS OF THE ISLAND OF CEBU, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, 
PROTESTING AGAINST THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AMERICAN 
CIVIL GOVERNMENT THEREIN. 

PROTEST. 

The undersigned, members of the popular junta (municipal council) 
of Danao, of this p-ovinc-e, declare that they objected to taking the 
required oath of allegiance to America. They state that for objecting 
to this they were thrown into prison and were obliged to work in an 
objectionable and mortifying way from the 9th day of August to the 
25th of September. That they refused to take the oath at first because 
it was contrary to their inner belief, and thus perjury. But after 
great suffering and illtreatment they were obliged to take the oath 
under duress. They do not desire to take the oath, because they do 
not desire to undergo the same treatment as their mayor, Senor Vic- 
torino Buot, and the delegate of justice, Felix Batucan, who, having 
refused to sign, were taken from prison and sent to the capital of this 
island as prisoners. 

Therefore, since the undersigned were'forced to take the oath, they 
protest against the forces employed to compel them to do so, and 
declare that they forswear the oath, which was against their will and 
honest convictions. 

They protest against these acts of violence, which they declare is 
contrary to all honor and right. They also affirm that they were com¬ 
pelled to leave their town to avoid the acts of violence committed by 
the soldiers under a despotic American captain stationed in that town. 
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They sign this document of protest in order to make the facts known. 
Done in the town of Danao, September 25, 1900. 

PROTEST. 

The undersigned eouncilmen and citizens of the town of Danao, in 
the province of Cebu, assembled in extra session in the town hall on 
July 29, 1900. The meeting was called to order by Senor Victorino 
Buot, who took the floor and spoke in substance as follows: 

That we have reliable information that the American authorities 
intend to establish a new municipal regime in all the towns in the prow 
ince of Cebu until the U nited States Congress decides upon a definite 
Philippine policy. In the organization of this new regime the towns¬ 
people would be compelled to take an oath of allegiance to America, 
thus forswearing their previous oath of allegiance made to preserve, 
protect, and defend the Filipino republican constitution. This last 
oath, that to the Filipino constitution, was a solemn act, in which God 
was invoked as a witness; it became thus sacred. To break it would 
be criminal, especially since the oath expressed their real sentiments. 
Anyone could not conscientiously forswear it to take a new and 
directly opposite oafh, as if it was an article of merchandise easy to 
exchange. 

The mayor brought these facts before the assembled body in order 
that the}7 might resolve upon a course that would be to the best inter¬ 
ests of "the Filipino people. The concurrents, after deliberation, in 
order to be united in their stand, reached an agreement, as follows: 

(1) That we agree entirely with the mayor’s aforestated talk, and 
state that if we appear to be in agreement with the American author¬ 
ities it is because we are doing so under duress. 

(2) That our oath of allegiance to the Filipino constitution was 
spontaneous and reflected our real sentiments; so, therefore, we can 
not take any other oath as against our previous one. 
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(3) That as peaceful citizens we oppose all violence and bloodshed; 
we submit, protesting with all the strength of our souls against the 
enforced oath, and state that it is against our will and honest convic¬ 
tions and one which our conscience repels. An oath taken under 
duress is valueless. 

(4) That since we, as peaceful people, are opposed to all bloodshed, 
we obe}Ted the orders of the American authorities; but it is against 
our will. The council is in session, but only in appearance, as it is 
contrary to the wishes of our constituents. 

(5) That in our hearts we recognize only the Filipino constitution 
and the Filipino authorities elected by the people. We declare that 
we are opposed to all other leaders save the Filipinos, who are striving 
for the best interests of their people. These authorities are Gen. 
Arcadio Maxilon, commander in chief of the Cebuan forces, and Gen. 
Juan Olimaco, second in command and chief of staff. Up to this time 
we have recognized them. Now we make this recognition in express 
terms according to the dictates of our consciences and the observance 
of our oath. 

(6) That under the duress of the Americans we will maintain the 
best order under the present circumstances, that of passive resistance; 
we will continue to recognize that national Filipino government at 
heart. 

After the debate and the ratification of these resolutions the session 
adjourned, and the councilmen and citizens signed them in the name 
of their constituents, and the delegate of justice, acting as secretary 
pro tempore, certified them. 
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PROTEST. 

In the town of Pilar, dated July 20,1900: 
I he undersigned citizens and councilmen of this town assembled in 

the city hall, called there by the mayor, Senor-. The 
meeting having been called to order, he submitted the following resolu¬ 
tion : 

(1) We desire the blessings of happiness and prosperity obtained in 
liberty, and therefore desire the political and territorial independence 
of their country. 

(2) We desire peace, order, and tranquillity, which are the funda¬ 
mental principles of prosperity, and for this reason do not accept the 
implantation of the new municipal regime, which would not be in 
accord with our wishes. We are forced to take the oath of allegiance, 
which is most repulsive, not knowing the form of government to be 
granted them by Congress. Such an oath might be to give allegiance 
to a most unstable government, one that would cause much discord, 
one in which peace, order, and tranquillity would be a failure. 

(3) We are desirous of a suspension of hostilities and of a reestab¬ 
lishment of peace, order, and tranquillity, but by honorable means. 
We want a civil government exclusively managed by Filipinos, in order 
that they could discuss governmental questions and exercise individual 
rights. 

After discussion and ratification the councilmen and citizens signed 
a paper stating their views, which the delegate of justice, the secretary 
pro tempore, certified. 
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A similar document from Tudela, dated July 80, 1900, signed as 
follows: 



8 CIVIL GOVERNMENT IN' THE PHILIPPINES. 

A similar document from San Francisco, dated July 19, 1900, signed 
as follows: 
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PROTEST. 

On March 5, 1900, the members of the municipal council and promi- 
ment citizens, who represented the best interests of the town in the 
different branches of production and capital, assembled in the city hall 
of the town of Carmen, in the province of Cebu. These were called 
together b}T the mayor, in order to obtain the views of the townspeople 
on important affairs. It was called together by the mayor (jefe local), 
Senor Victoriano Buot, who declared the session open and stated the 
object of the meeting. 

It was to give an answer to the wishes of the American military 
governor of this province, who, in an address to the mayors, invited 
the people of Cebu to state their opinions concerning the establishment 
of the new municipal regime. He (the military governor) also invited 
the people to express their desires in order to lay them before the 
American civil commission when they visited that province. The 
mayor, therefore, asked all the councilmen and citizens who were pres¬ 
ent to meditate over this in order to be united, for it was of the great¬ 
est importance as affecting the future of the country. For this reason 
he expressed his confidence that the assembled citizens would put aside 
all prejudice and dishonest purposes in giving their opinions. 

The councilmen were well informed of the object of the meeting and, 
after considerable deliberation, reached an agreement in their opinion 
and wishes, which was similar to that of their constituents. They 
expressed their views as follows: 

(1) That we desire the blessings of liberty, and for this reason we 
aspire to the territorial and political independence of our country. 

(2) That we desire peace, order, and tranquillity, which are the funda¬ 
mental principles of prosperity and thus do not agree to the establish¬ 
ment of a new municipal system which is not satisfactory to the people; 
for to recognize a sovereignty which the conscience repels is repugnant 
to reason, because we do not know what the American Congress will 
establish. If the system of government established should be detri¬ 
mental to our interests, if not in harmony! with our ideals, we could 
not conscientiously support such a government, which would certainly 
create much discord and unhappiness and would not bring permanence, 
peace, order, and tranquillity. 

(3) That we are not only willing but anxious for the betterment of 
affairs, and are willing to accept any honorable form of government 
within the sphere of liberty. We first want a cessation of hostilities 
and an organization of civil government, all the offices of which, includ¬ 
ing the judicial branches, shall be elected by the people and shall be 
Filipinos. In this way 011I37 can the future be determined in peace "and 
concord. 

(4) That we are desirous of the friendship of the Americans, whom 
we admire, because they7 are a people essentially democratic and besides 
have a good system of government, by which the}7 have obtained peace, 
prosperity, and happiness. That we are desirous of having the princi¬ 
ples of the Declaration of Independence applied to the Filipinos and 
of having the Constitution become the regulator of justice. That we 
desire to follow in the footsteps of the Americans. 

The mayor having received these opinions, and no more questions 
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remaining to be considered, adjourned the meeting, expressing thanks 
to the councilmen and citizens for their attendance. Those present 
then signed the paper, and the secretary certified it. 

($2 . 
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A similar document from Balamban, dated June 20, 1900, signed as 
follows: 

•<C 
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A similar document from Alcantara, dated J une 30, 1900, signed as 
follows: 
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A similar document from Ronda, dated July 10, 1900, signed as 
follows: 
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A similar document from Aloguinsan, dated July 15,1900, signed as 
follows: 
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A similar document from Catmon, dated July 20, 1900, signed as 
follows: 

S. Doc. 234- -2 
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A similar document from Barili, dated July 22, 1900, signed as 
follows: 
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A similar document from Sogod, dated July 22, 1900, signed as 
follows: 
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A similar document from Badian, dated July 24. 1900, signed as 
follows: 
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A similar document from Moalboal, dated July 24, 1900, signed as 
follows: 
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A similar document from Santa Rosa, dated July 26, 1900, signed 
as follows: 
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A similar document from Mandaue, dated July 30, 1900, signed as 
follows: 



30 CIVIL GOVERNMENT IN THE PHILIPPINES. 



CIVIL GOVERNMENT IN THE PHILIPPINES. 31 

A similar document from Liloan, dated August 3, 1900, signed as 
follows: 
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A similar document from Tabogon, dated August 3, 1900, signed as 
follows: 

3 S. Doc. 23d- 
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A similar document from Tuburan, dated August 4, 1900, signed as 
follows: 
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A similar document from Madridejos, dated August 13, 1900, signed 
as follows: 

« 
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A similar document from Tallsay. dated August 15, 1900, 
follows: 
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A similar document from El Pardo, dated August 15, 1900, signed 
as follows: 
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A similar document from Minglanilla, dated August 15, 1900, signed 
as follows: 
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A similar document from San Nicolas, dated September 1, 1900, 
signed as follows: 
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A similar document from San Fernando, dated September 1, 1900, 
signed as follows: 
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A similar document from Asturias, dated September 15,1900, signed 
as follows: 

&*L. 
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A similar document from Ginatiian, dated October 4, 1900, signed 
as follows: 
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